Anthropogenic impacts alter richness-abundance relationship in woody plant communities
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Background Quantifying human impact Conclusions

Plant communities can be characterized in many
ways, including species richness and abundance of
individual plants, but the relationship among these
characteristics may vary depending on
environmental context.

This result suggests that human impacts have
a more negative effect on abundance than
richness, perhaps due to retention of larger
diameter woody plants and removal of smaller
woody plants during land conversion activities.

The goal of our study was to assess how the
relationship between species richness and
individual abundance varies depending on human
influence on a landscape.
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