
Milkweed growth, aphid 
abundance, and monarch 
caterpillar abundance across 
the sampling period. 

Aphids and caterpillars 
became abundant at roughly 
the same time, after the 
peak milkweed flowering 
period.

Aphid density was 
positively related to 
number of leaves on 
a plant (controlled 
by week, p<0.001).

Monarch caterpillars 
were rare, and their 
abundance was not 
related to aphid 
presence.
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Invertebrate species 
richness did not differ 
significantly among 
milkweed patch sizes.

In fall, aphids and monarchs were more 
abundant in smaller patches. There was no clear 
relationship between patch size and aphid or 
monarch abundance in summer.
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