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Jessica VanWhy!, Catherine T. Klingler,! Terry ' — , - 26 TR, o |
Master!, and Emily Rollinson' The Schisler Museum of Wildlife & Natural History and = IERICdE : : : | The ESU Arboretum Guide
1D fBiolosical Sci East Stroudsbure University: . . = The ESU Bird Checklist provides gL 1|8 =
epartment of Biological Sciences, East Stroudsburg University; McMunn Planetarium serves as a regional center for . : : : VT St | ~ highlights 48 campus trees,
2Department of Biological Sciences, Binghamton University : : : . information on bird species ., .
natural history and science education, beginning at found on campus, including noting identifying features
I the K-12 level and continuing through university ceaconal abundal;ce nd habitat and details of their natural
N é m ¥ academic programs and a broad range o.f cc?mmunlty (developed, forested, wetland, history. A student-created
- - = groups. The museum houses over 140 wildlife map of the trees supports

. . and fields) preferences within .
specimens from around the world, presented in self-guided tours.

. . . . campus areas.
interpretive habitat displays.
tinyurl.com/ESUBirdChecklist | tinyurl.com/ESUArboretum
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Natural history collections and curated local field guides
can enhance both biological education and community
engagement with natural history. At ESU, we have
developed a series of educational resources to strengthen
natural history training in STEM majors, including a
curated museum collection and two campus field guides.
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Each resource supports natural history education in
multiple ways:

Students are involved in the creation, development, The museum provides a service A The ESU Bird Checklist was created BRI The guide was developed by the ESU

and maintenance of the museum & guides; "Be . !l teamingopportunity for students b as a part of a student’s graduate -~ BN @R Cnvironmental Club, led by a biology
B || working as museum facilitators and R ETT research project. Additional students - iega e graduate student. Students identified

The museum & guides are regularly used to support e who led creation of the guides. Art sy were enlisted to report sightings of | [rec species, wrote descriptions, and

classroom activities for ESU students: - it students also assisted with painting rare or noteworthy birds spotted on L b used GIS to create an arboretum map.
e — l  cxhibit backgrounds. G campus. GIS was used to create a

External groups & members of the public come to o , campus map of bird habitat areas. e ileealy, SRR
our campus to visit the museum and take walking L=l L._IDEI L._IDEI

tours using the field guides.
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The museum has had visitors from _ TR S o ,
: Classes such as Ornithology and { Thearboretum guide is used in
biology courses such as, zoology, :
ecology and mammalogy, as well as Field Zoology can use the
. ; checklist as a part of their lab field
courses in art and education. Student

. . outings, and as a reference guide
facilitators employed in the museum :
o . for the birds that students see on
also gain skills in natural history

education and museum studies. campus daily.

classroom activities for botany and
ecology courses. Students learn to
identify and study plants starting with
Acknowledgments & Contacts g:e”;ampus trees that they walk past
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(‘62) and Fannie Greene (‘62) Schisler, and Th : A D
: . e museum provides outreach for : : 5 \BYy
S histr Museurn Charles A. “Tony” ('69) and Patricia Lythgoe - ocal school Irjou c from erades K. The ESU Bird Checklist allows local : s B ¥ Thearboretum has supported
Mcﬁvunnqanetanum (’68) McMunn. Development of the ESU p— B 5 g, p't' & - |nd|V|c!uals and.pro.s.Pethe. students 2 - community outreach events for local
. . Arboretum Guide was supported by ESU e ‘ . > | ’ nearjy.unlverSI !eS, community i to get involved in citizen science by )’ environmental and gardening groups,
amacrhol@binghamton.edu  faculty in Biological Sciences & Geography, the - i yicgys  5TOUpPS, 3”Va.te parties, and the T o keeping track of bird sightings and S @ including guided walks and tree
erollinson@esu.edu Student Activity Association, and the . - 2 general public. Hundreds of groups providing the opportunity to report < @ S lontings.
@ oschislerMcMunn Sustainability Commission. SRR By and over l0,0hOO individuals visit the ' interesting sightings to be added to aalalicns
museum each year. the checklist in the future.

W) @ejrollinson Quote: Charles Elton, 1927. Animal Ecology.




